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in English warehouses while the booksellers' shops were filled
with ghastly cheap Irish reprints. A considerable income to the
revenue from the excise duty on paper was being lost yearly in
consequence. It was perhaps this last consideration, rather than
any genuine desire to foster the cause of literature, that caused
Parliament to put further legal machinery into action.
The Union of Ireland with Great Britain was accomplished on
1 January 1801. This was made an opportunity for action. A Bill
expressly designed to extend the law of copyright to Ireland was
drawn up by Sir Thomas Edlyne Tomlins, under the direction of
Lord Colchester, Chief Secretary for Ireland, and Mr Abbott,
the learned Speaker of the House of Commons. The Bill was in-
troduced on 9 June 1801. No record of any debate to this Bill
exists, but the Parliamentary Journals inform us that in the House
of Commons1 a clause was added granting to Trinity College,
Dublin,2 a free copy of every new book and reprint produced in
the United Kingdom. As an amendment, the House of Lords3
granted a similar privilege to the Library of the King's Inns,
Dublin. The Bill was passed with scarcely any opposition on
2 July 1801, its official title being the Copyright Act of 41 Geo.
Ill, c. 107.
The placing of this Act upon the Statute Book raised the
number of copies demanded from the publishers from nine to
eleven. The copies for the two privileged Irish libraries were to
be delivered with the other nine copies at the time of deposition
at Stationers' Hall. Similar penalties were provided for the non-
delivery of these extra two copies as existed for the non-delivery
of the nine copies.4
Since the information about the legal deposit of books in
Ireland is so meagre,5 we can only assume that the two Irish
libraries received occasional boxes of books that had been de-
posited by the English publishers under the provisions of the
Act of 1801.
It is clear, however, that, so far as the Library of the King's
1 House of Commons, Journals, Ivi, 1801, p. 656.
* Founded in the same year as the Bodleian Library, namely, 1602.
3  House of Lords> Journals, xliii, 1801, p. 341.
4  For this part of the Act relating to deposits see post, pp. 307-8.
5  The authorities^ of Trinity College and the King's Inns Libraries having
very little information to supply, owing to the scanty records kept of the
early copyright deposits.